Cancer biology and necrotic changes in metastatic lymph nodes and survival of colon cancer patients.
Identifying factors that can contribute to a better understanding of tumor progression in stage III colon cancer patients continues to be an important task. Necrotic changes in metastatic lymph nodes have not been previously analyzed in English literature. The study included 48 consecutive colon and rectosigmoid cancer patients with stage III disease who underwent radical surgery. After reviewing the diagnostic slides, a pathologist developed a scale describing the extent of necrotic changes. Results were evaluated using Kaplan-Meier method and log-rank test. Thirty-four (70%) patients had necrotic changes in metastatic lymph nodes. Patients with necrotic changes in metastatic lymph nodes had more risk factors than patients without necrosis. The 5-year survival rate for patients with necrotic changes in metastatic lymph nodes was 85% and for patients without necrosis was 50% (P = 0.02). The survival of patients with necrotic changes in metastatic lymph nodes was higher (P = 0.02). These necrotic changes can help us to understand body-tumor relations.